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Encouraging Evidence-driven Decision Making 
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Presentation Notes
The Census American Community Challenge asks users to use the data collected from the similarly named American Community Survey.

Quoting the New York Times, the ACS:

“…tells Americans how poor we are, how rich we are, who is suffering, who is thriving, where people work, what kind of training people need to get jobs, what languages people speak, who uses food stamps, who has access to health care, and so on. 

It is, more or less, the country’s primary check for determining how well the government is doing — and in fact what the government will be doing. The survey’s findings help determine how over $400 billion in government funds is distributed each year.”

source: http://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/20/sunday-review/the-debate-over-the-american-community-survey.html?_r=0#h[]




The American Community Challenge 

help foster local economic development and/or job creation 

help local relief groups / government leadership plan for disasters 

Two Challenge Options: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the spirit of Civic Hacking, we’ve posed two problems from which you may choose in addressing some of the nation’s toughest challenges.

Help the country, your community and us by leveraging these rich data in a manner that either:

helps foster local economic development and/or job creation

Or 

helps local relief groups / government leadership plan for disasters




David Crowe Chief Economist, Nat’l Assn. of Homebuilders 

Example: Economic Development 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s an example of one such application for local economic development

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBDmE5Nj0BY&feature=player_embedded

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBDmE5Nj0BY&feature=player_embedded


The American Community Challenge 

help foster local economic development and/or job creation 

• Industry, occupation, and class of worker: companies use these data to 
decide where to locate new plants, stores, or offices. 

 

• Educational attainment: employers use information about the levels of the labor 
force to locate new jobs and stimulate economic growth. 
 

• Labor force status data are used to target state and local areas with a labor 
force surplus for programs that promote business opportunities. 
 

 
• Dig through the EPIC volume of other variables by starting here: 

• apiforum.ideascale.com > Using Data > Finding Available Variables 
 



Dr. Alyson Plyer Chief Demographer, Greater New Orleans 

Example: Disaster Relief 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And here’s an example of how these data help in disaster relief efforts.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=PaEu8-xH9LE

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=PaEu8-xH9LE


The American Community Challenge 

help local relief groups / government leadership plan for disasters 

• Where people work: Police and fire departments use these data to plan 
emergency services in areas of high concentrations of employment. 
 

• Vehicles ownership: Social service agencies use these data to plan for 
emergency transportation services in areas of high concentrations of households 
with no vehicle available, such as isolated rural communities. 

 

• Telephone service availability: State and local agencies use data about to 
develop plans that deliver emergency telephone service. 
 

• Dig through the EPIC volume of other variables by starting here: 
• apiforum.ideascale.com > Using Data > Finding Available Variables 

 



Has your question already been answered on our forum?   

 http://apiforum.ideascale.com/ 
 
 

General Questions and API Technology: 

 cnmp.developers.list@census.gov 

Using American Community Survey Data: 

 acso.users.support@census.gov  

Questions regarding Geography:  

 geo.geography@census.gov  

FORUM 

CONTACTS 
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Presentation Notes
If you have any questions, you might want to visit our developer forum.

If you can’t find what your looking for there, you may also send emails to these specialized contacts. They’re ready and waiting for your questions this weekend 
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