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COUNCILMEN VOTE
TO CLOSE SALOONS

Action in Committee Likely to Be
| Upset at the Monday
Meeting.

QAKLAND, May 24.—By a vote of
o to 4 tho committee of the whole
¢f the City Councll of Oukland to-
night decided to recommend to the
Uouncil the pusmage of (‘ounciiman
Flllot's resolution closing the saloons,
wholesale liquor stores und drug
£lores of the city, so far as the sale of

llquor Is concerned, for an Indefnit>.

period.

President Fitzgerald and (‘ouncli-
an Baccus were psbgent from to-
night's meeting. Boh Fitzgerald and
Buecus ure opposed to closing the sa-
toons, and if they are present Monduy
night and vote us they voted last

Monday night, the resolution will be,

beatcn, and the waloons will remain
cpen,

The hopes of those who advocate
closing the aaloong is centered not on
Fitzgerald or Baceus, but upon Coun-
cilman Aitken. The latter wus ahsent
last Monday night when the resolution
war lost in the Council by a tie vote.
He was present tn-night and vote |
agalnst the resolution, ant he did so
without meservation. This morning,
however, some of Altken's Seventh
Ward constituents met and passed
resolutions  censuring him for his
stutements jn opposition to the resolu-
tion, made in interviews with local
rewspaper men. The men who advocaie
closing think that it may be posaible to
swing Aitken's vote, but taose who
know him know him as a 10an who 13
et easfly awerved from a position once
tuken, and as i result of to-night's
vote the advocuates of a wide-open town,
not the forces of decency, are jubllant,

The ineellng wasx u wurm one. Be-
fore taking any actlon publicly the
Councll met in executive nession,
Mayor Mott and others being closeted
with them. This wsession was a
lengthy one. but finally the open ses-
ston was called to order. (ouncilman
Meese was chosen to preside, in the
absence of President Fitzgerald, and
he warned the crowd that filled every
avallable foot of spauce within the
Council chumber thal there must be
no demonstration of any Kind.

Elliot took the floor to explain that
the resolution fathered by him had
been  slightly amended in executive

, Brown and twn or three othera were |

session before it was presented to the
Council. He attacked President Fitz-
gerald, who was absent, for the criti-
ciam the latter has passed upon the
resolution, alleging that Fitagerald
was unfalr.

Then an audience was given those
interested in the matter, and Henry P.
Edoff, P. N. Hanrahan, Rev. Dr. Charles

heard from. Lkdoff, who {s a prominent
wholcsaler of Nquor in 8an [rancisco.
spoke not for liquor interests, but for
the Oakland rellef committee, and he
denounced vehemen:ly the stacement
that the 850,000 of relicf funds would |
be pald to Oakland only if the salnons :
should close. !

“it was decided to give Oaklnndl
$100,000," he sald. “Fifty thousand dol-
lara of that has been paid and the |
other half was assurcd before our sa- |
joons were opened. It was promised .
by Prestdent Wheeler, by Dr. Devlno.,
by Mr. 8tratton, und no queetlon of ld-'
loons can enter into the matter.” H
Hanrahar opposed the resclution and |
Dr. Brown advocated Iits passage.
Then Councliman Burns sprung a type-
written reply to a letter written by
Fred 8. 8tratton to an Oakland paper |
in which Burns roasted Stratton to the !
best of his ability and used some ex-
tremely pointed language.

Burns really got befor: the croud‘,
however, by proposing an amendment
tv the effect that all saloon licenses
be revoked. He sald it waa only fair
10 the saloon-keepers, Elliot sald thel
thing was viclous, in that It would|
open the way to all sorts of politics;
when jt came to granting licenses .
aguin.  Elliot sald that he didn't be-|
lieve the Oakland Council could be’
trusted to handle 260 licenses.

The amendment, seconded by Ajtken,
wus lost by a vote of 4 to G—Mu:en,|
Burns, Hahn and McAdam voted in
favor, and Meese, Pendleton, FElllot,
Thuraton and Donaldson were ’

oap-
posed.

Then the vote wus taken on the
original resolution, and it was re-

ported favorably by the following’
vole: Ayes—Donaldson, ElHot, Meese,,
Pendleton, Thurston, 5. Noes—Aitken,
~Burm. Huhn McAd.un 4.
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